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The Behavior of Saints in The Household 
of God 


H. V. Miller 


I Tim. 3:16, “That thou mayest 
know how to behave thyself in the 
house of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth.” 


The man of God, who by the 
Holy Ghost, spoke the above words 
to a younger minister of the Gos- 
pel, was himself an example of 
good behavior in the Church. He 
testifies, ‘““Ye are witnesses, and 
70d also, how holily and justly and 
unblameably we behaved ourselves 
among you that believe.” 1 Thess. 
2:10. And again, “Ye ought to fol- 
low us: for we behaved not our- 
selves disorderly among you.” 2 
Thess. 3:7. He was willing to set 
his own conduct before both be- 
lievers and unbelievers as an ex- 
ample of good behavior in the 
household of God. Paul standing 
as a prisoner before King Agrippa 
said, ‘I would to God that not only 
thou but all that hear me this day, 
were both almost, and altogether 
such as I am, except these bonds.” 
Acts 26:29. More than once he ex- 
horted believers to observe and imi- 
tate his.manner of life as in 1 Cor. 
4:16, “I beseech you, be ye follow- 
ers of me.” 

The Bible gives specific direc- 
tions, both detailed and in general 
as to the conduct of those who by 
the grace of God have become 
Christians. 

There is a law of life or a definite 
standard of conduct for the follow- 
ers of Jesus. Although the ordi- 
nances given through Moses were 
fulfilled by Christ,.Matt. 5:17, “I 
am come to fulfill.” Rom. 10:4, 
“Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that be- 
lieveth;” and are abolished in 
Christ, Ephes. 2:15, “Having abol- 
ished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments, con- 
tained in ordinances.’ Col. 2:15, 


“Blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us.” 
Christians are to order their lives 
in accordance with the law of 
Christ. The manner of life or con- 
duct of Christians is outlined in de- 
tail by the teachings of Christ and 
the epistles of those who were set 
in the Church as authoritative 
teachers. 1 Peter 4:3-4, “For the 
time past of our life will suffice us 
to have wrought the will of the 
yentiles, when we walked in las- 
civiousness, lusts, excess of wine, 
revellings, banquetings, and abom- 
inable idolatries: Wherein they 
think it strange that ye run not 
with them to the same excess of 
riot, speaking evil of you.” 

The Epistle of Paul to Timothy 
from which we have taken our 
text, is an example of the careful 
detail with which God exhorts the 
redeemed to conduct themselves 
in Christ. The behavior of the 
saints from bishops down to no- 
vices is outlined in this exhortation. 


1 Tim. 3:2-7, “A bishop must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, 
vigilant, sober, of good behavior, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach, 
not given to wine, no striker, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; but patiene, 
not a brawler, not covetous. One 
that ruleth well his own house, 
having his own children in subjec- 
tion with all gravity; for if a man 
know not how to rule his own 
house, how shall he take care of 
the church of God? Not a novice 
(beginner) lest being lifted up with 
pride he fall into the condemnation 
of the devil. Moreover he must 
have a good report of them which 
are without; lest he fall into re- 


proach and the snare of the devil.” 
No bishop, regardless of his posi- 
tion of influence, or the power of 
his authority, has any right to set 
aside God’s standards of quailifi- 
cation for that office. 

“Likewise must the deacons,” 1 
Tim. 3:8-13, “be grave, not double 
tongued, not given to much wine, 
not greedy of filthy lucre, holding 
the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience. And let these also first 
be proved (be put on probation or 
tried out): then let them use the 
office of a deacon, being found 
blameless. Even so must their 
wives be grave, not slanderers, so- 
ber, faithful in all things. Let the 
deacons be the husbands of one 
wife, ruling their children and their 
own houses well. For they that use 
the office of a deacon well pur- 
chase to themselves a good degree, 
and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.” 

Certain exhortations apply espe- 
cially to the brethren in the 
Church. 1 Tim. 2:8, “I will there- 
fore that men pray everywhere, 
lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and doubting.” Men are to 
so order their lives that when they 
lift up their hands in prayer to God 
they will be clean hands. Upon the 
man rests the responsibility of pro- 
viding life’s material necessities. A 

Bible Christian cannot evade this 
responsibility. 2 Thess. 3:10, “This 
we commanded you, that if any 
would not work, neither should he 
eat. For we hear that there are 
some which walk among you dis- 
orderly, working not at all, but are 
busybodies.” 1 Tim. 5:8, “If any 
provide not for his own, and spe- 
cially for those of his own house, 
he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel.” Eph. 4:25- 
28, “Putting away lying, speak ev- 
(Continued on page 12) 
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ATHEIST LITERATURE 

1 am advised by parties from dif- 
ferent parts of the United States 
that copies of Atheist literature are 
being mailed to our members—The 
Liberal Outlook, etc. For God’s 
sake and the sake of yourselves 
and children consign such writings 
to the flames as soon as you re- 
ceive it. To leave it laying around 
may cause the ruin of some loved 
one. 

== () 
RIGHT OR WRONG 

The Germans have decided that 
what they do is right because they 
decide to do it, and what they re- 
ject is wrong because they reject 
it. Is there no higher tribunal than 
German free-thinkers? Right can 
alone be right as it accords with 
divine principle which has declar- 
ed right things. Wrong is a viola- 
tion of divine principle and not 
something that has been rejected 
by men. 

ote EP ae 
SHELVING THE BIBLE IN 
AMERICA 

Under the above caption as ap- 
pearing in the Sunday School 
Times, Clarence H. Benson, Direc- 
tor, Christian Education Course, 
Moody Bible Institute, says that, 
“as a result of this lamentable fail- 
ure in school, home, and church, 
there are today 36,000,000 children 
and adolescents growing up with- 
out any systematic religious in- 
struction.” He further states that 
out of questionnaires sent out to 
about 100 denominational colleges, 
55 per cent of students “denied 
practically all the fundamentals.” 


EVANGEL DRIVE 
The Evangel Drive continues 
with an increase in the subscrip- 
tion list. We have decided to give 
through the months of May 
and June, the larger Bible for ten 
yearly suvscriptions to the Evangel 
at a rate of $1.00 per year and to 
give the child’s Bible for securing 
five get-acquainted subscriptions 
for a period of ten weeks ata 
rate of 25c each. Help us put the 
Evangel in every new home pos- 
sible. 
— 
JOB PRINTING 
Yes, we do it better, and give you 
first class material and prompt 
service. We want to do your job 
work. We need the money to buy 
needed equipment and to build a 
much needed modern publishing 
plant. Write us for estimates on 
job and book work. We are de- 
pending on you to patronize your 
own business. 
a 
SPECIAL NOTICES 
As I will be out of the office for 
at least a month, in convention 
work, I am notifying those who 
may correspond with me so they 
will understand why my answer to 
their letters will be delayed. I am 
visiting North Carolina, Maryland, 
Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan, and 
West Virginia. S. W. Latimer. 
General Overseer. 
*- * * 


GENERAL INDEBTEDNESS 


The General Indebtedness Drive 
is progressing nicely. Most of the 
states have collected over half of 
their quota. We highly appreciate 
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the cooperation and interest shown 
by the people. We wish to urge 
each state overseer to push this 
drive so that it may close by July 
Ist. Any one wishing to corre- 
spond concerning this drive, may 
address their mail to the General 





Overseer.—S. W. Latimer, General 
Overseer. ane 
STATE MEETINGS 


OHIO STATE CONVENTION 
Hamilton, Ohio, May 17-20 
E. Haynes, Overseer 
* * # 
KENTUCKY STATE CONVEN- 
TION 
Somerset, Ky., May 24-27 
John C. Jernigan, Overseer 
MICHIGAN STATE CONVEN- 
TION 
Detroit, Mich., May 28-31 
D. G. Phillips, Overseer 
* * * 


WEST VIRGINIA STATE 
CONVENTION 
Salem, W. Va., May 31-June 3 
H. N. Scoggins, Overseer 
*?e 2? 

FLORIDA STATE CAMP 
MEETING 
Wimauma, Fla., June 7-17 
E. W. Williams, Overseer 


* * & 


VIRGINIA STATE CONVENTION 
Roanoke, Va., June 8-10 


I. H. Brabson, Overseer 
*¢*# 


ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION 

Eldorado, Ill., June 15-17 
T. L. McLAIN, Overseer 
* * & 

ALABAMA STATE CONVENTION 
Pratt City, Ala., July 19-22 
W. W. Harmon, Overseer 

* * * 
OKLAHOMA STATE CAMP 
MEETING 
Maud, Okla., July 27 
OKLAHOMA STATE CONVEN- 
TION 
Maud, Okla., Aug. 3-5 
S. J. Wood, Overseer 
* * & 
29TH 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Of The 
CHURCH OF GOD 
Will Convene At 
MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
OCTOBER 6-12, 1934 
S. W. LATIMER, General Overseer 
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The Blood and its Purpose 


CLYDE C. COX 


Text: “For the life of the flesh 
is in the blood: and I have given it 
to you upon the altar, to make an 
atonement for your souls. For it is 
the blood that maketh an atone- 
ment for the soul,”’ Lev. 17:11. 


INTRODUCTION: “I truly be- 
lieve this subject to be one of the 
most needful subjects of the day. 
This theme deals with the great- 
est care of the contrast of SIN and 
SINS. The word PURPOSE means 
the object, effect, the result aimed 
at or intended. The Lord, in His 
purpose of the blood, aimed at the 
very object that it was intended 
for; the results were obtained 
through Christ. 

What ts Sin? 

We will call your attention to 1 
John 3:4. ‘“‘Whosoever committeth 
sin transgresseth also the law: For 
sin is the transgression of the law. 
Sin is a misdemeanor act, iniquity 
or an act of breaking God’s law. 
We may note another verse, 1 Jno. 
5:17, “All unrighteousness is sin: 
and there is a sin not unto death.” 

The Contrast of Sin and Sins 

What is SIN? What are SINS? 
SIN is singular (one); SINS are 
plural (two or more). SINS are our 
actual transgressions that we 
commit and are responsible or lia- 
able for. SIN is Adam’s transgres- 
sion and our inheritance. ‘‘Where- 
fore as by one man SIN entered in- 
to the world, and death by SIN. 
* * * for all have sinned.’”’ Rom. 5: 
12. SIN is carnality, the Old Man, 
the body of SIN, or is better known 
as the ADAMIC SIN. We inherit 
SIN from our youth, that is, it is 
in the heart from the beginning. 
Note Gen. 8:21, “ * * * For the 
imagination of man’s heart is evil 
(carnal) from his youth.” SIN is 
the root of all SINS (transgres- 
sions). 


The Forgiving of Sins 

We may now call your attention 
to 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our 
(not Adam’s) SINS, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us OUR SINS. 
and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness.” We can readily see by 
the above passage that SINS are 
our transgressions and not those 
of Adam. We are to confess SINS. 
and we are justified by faith. SINS 
were forgiven under the law, and 
even before the law was given. In 


fact, we are, to a certain extent, 
empowered to forgive SINS. Luke 
17:3. “Take heed to yourselves: If 
thy brother trespass against thee, 
rebuke him; and if he repent, for- 
give him.” The word FORGIVE 
means to give up resentment or 
claim to requital for (an offense or 
wrong); to cease to feel resent- 
ment against (a person) fora 
wrong. <An_ error individually 
forgiven in every case, does 
not specify that God has for- 
given the wrong. In some cases 
restitutions are necessary before 
God forgives; i. e., he must be in- 
dividually forgiven before God will 
forgive. You may refer to Luke 
19:8. 


Cvist had power while on earth 
to forg.ve SINS, and He did for- 
give. Matt. 9:2-6. ‘“‘And, behold, 
they brought to him a man sick of 
the palsy, lying on a bed: and Je- 
sus seeing their faith said unto the 
sick of the palsy, Son. be of good 
cheer; thy SINS be forgiven thee. 
And behold, certain of the scribes 
said within themselves, This man 
blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing 
their thoughts said, Wherefore 
think ye evil in your hearts. For 
whether is easier, to say, Thy SINS 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arfse, 
and walk. But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive SINS,then saith he 
to the sick of the palsy, Arise, take 
up thy bed, and go unto thine 
house.’”’ We may call your atten- 
tion to another occasion where 
Christ forgave SINS. Luke 7:47. 
“Wherefore I say unto thee, Her 
SINS, which are many, are for- 
given; For she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same 
loveth little.” We may note that 
the SINS here were actually trans- 
gressions. Christ referred to them 
as MANY.This is, or should be suf- 
ficient scriptural evidence that 
SINS were forgiven before the 
death of Christ. ‘“‘For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: It is the gift of 
God,” Eph. 2:8. 


The Blood 


We may note another passage in 
connection with our text. “And al- 
most all things are by the law 
purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no remission.” 


FIVE 


Heb. 9:22. Even before the law 
age, blood was used in an offering 
to the Lord. He has always had re- 
spect for the offering of blood. The 
first offering of blood we have any 
record of, was that of Abel: Cain 
offered an offering unto the Lord, 
He brought the fruit of the ground, 
as he was a tiller of the ground. 
Abel also offered an offering unto 
the Lord; Abel brought for his of- 
fering the firstling of the flock, 
and of the fat thereof. The Lord 
had respect unto Abel’s offering. 
But unto Cain and his offering He 
had not respect. Why, was God 
respecter of persons? No, it was 
the BLOOD OFFERING. God also 
heard the voice of the BLOOD.The 
Lord regarded the blood in respect 
to that of His Son. 


The lamb that was slain in Egypt 
for deliverance of the Israelites 
from bondage was a true type of 
the Lamb of God. God was not to 
have respect to anything short of 
the blood. The blood was to the Is- 
raelites a token. Where the Lord 
saw the blood He passed over. 
Egypt was a true type of SINS, or 
being delivered from them as 2 
type. Leaving Egypt the Israelites 
were freed from their task; in type 
SINS.When one is freed from SINS 
SIN is yet after you. The Israelites 
were free from Egypt, but the army 
of Pharaoh (type of SIN) was on 
their trail. They were at ENMITY 
against Israel. Is SIN, carnality, 
termed as ENMITY against God? 
Note Rom. 8:6, 7. “For to be car- 
nally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace. 
Because the carnal mind is at EN- 
MITY AGAINST GOD: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be.” The Red Sea, as 
a type of the BLOOD or SANCTI- 
FICATION, was the only hope for 
the escape from the enemy: SIN. 
The Israelites went through the 
sea, sanctification in type, the only 
remedy for a sure cure for the OLD 
MAN SIN. They arrived on the oth- 
er side with victory, they sang a 
new song and SHOUTED. Why? 
The ENEMY was destroyed. Why 
should not we shout when we are 
SANCTIFIED? The OLD MAN SIN 
is CRUCIFIED through the Blood 
of Christ. 


Some one may say, “If the blood 
offerings under the law failed to 
take away the SIN that is known 
as the carnal mind, it was then of 
no effect to the people under the 
law.” The blood offerings were a 
great blessing to the people of the 
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law age. It did what God intended 
for it to do. There was justice in 
the blood of the law age, as well as 
of the grace dispensation. The 
blood offering of the law was only 
intended to take away SINS, and 
not SIN. The law was only added 
because of transgressions: till the 
SEED (Christ) should come to 
whom the promise was made, Gal. 
3:19. The law did take away SINS 
but not SIN; the promise to take 
away SIN was not made to the 
law age, but to His Son. John 1: 
29. “The next day John seeth Je- 
sus coming unto him, and saita, 
Behold the Lamb of God, which 


taketh away the SIN of the world.” 
Sin 

“For we know that the law is 
spiritual: But I am CARNAL, sold 
under SIN.” Rom, 7:14. The infer- 
ence of the above passage could 
be: For we know that the law justi- 
fied from SINS, but failed to free 
me from SIN. “For what the law 
could not do in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for SIN, condemned SIN 
in the flesh.” Rom. 8:3. The law, as 
stated in the above verse, could not 
take away SIN. We hear Paul as 
he speaks of being under the 
schoolmaster, which was offered 
only to bring us to Christ. Gal. 3: 
24. “O wretched man that I am! 
Who shall deliver me from the 


body of this death?” Rom. 7:24. 
Shall the Jaw? No. “I thank God 
through Jesus Christ my Lord.” 


Rom. 7:25. Paul seemed to have 
failed in finding deliverance under 
the law age, but in Christ. there 
was an atonement for the Old 
Man, The BLOOD. “For if the 
blood of bulls and of goats and the 
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifieth to the purify- 
ing of the flesh: How much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God.” Hep. 9: 
13, 14. “For the law of spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of SIN and death; 
Rom. 8:2. Paul was willing to con- 
fess that the body of SIN was in 
his members, and that the law was 
good, and the blood offering PURI- 
FIED. that is, took away his SINS. 
“But when I would do good, evil 
(SIN) is present with me. Now 
then it is no more I that do it (i. e., 
It is not my SINS but the SIN of 
Adam that I can’t control) but SIN 
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that dwelleth in me. But knowing 
this, that our OLD MAN is CRUCI- 
FIED with, HIM, that the body of 
SIN might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve 
SIN.” Rom. 6:6. “For he that is 
dead is free from SIN.” “Now if 
we be dead with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with him.” 
Rom. 6:7, 8. Christ. according tc 
the Scriptures, was able to forgive 
SINS before His death. But it was 
necessary that the BLOOD of 
Christ be shed, in order to free us 
from SIN. “But if we walk in the 
light as he is in the light, we aave 
fellowship one with another, and 
the BLOOD of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all S-I-N.” 1 
John 1:7. In what experience is the 
BLOOD applied? ‘‘Wherefore Jesus 
also, that he might sanctify the 
people with his own BLOOD, suf- 
fered without the gate.” Heb. 13: 
12. 

CONCLUSION: ‘For this is the 
will of God, even your SANCTIFI- 
CATION, that you should abstain 
from fornication.” 1 Thess. 4:5. “In 
burnt offerings and sacrifices for 
SIN thou hast had no _ pleasure.” 
“Wherefore when he cometn into 
the world, he saith, Sacrifice and 
offering thou wouldest not, but a 
body hast thou prepared me by the 
which will we _ are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. For by 
one offering he hath perfected for 


ever them that are. sanctified.’ 
Heb. 10:5, 6, 10, 14. 
NOTICES 


(Continued from page 2) 


nie Mae Bailey. If not heard from 
by the next quarterly conference, 
which will be around the first Mon- 
day in July, other steps will be 
taken. Please do this at once.Write 
the pastor, Brother A. L. Bur- 
roughs, or the church clerk, Broth- 
er Shelly Wilson, at 716 First St.. 
Pratt City, Ala. 
* * * 

To the Y. P. E’s. of Alabama: | 
want to urge every Y. P. E. to 
please send in your tithes. If you 
haven’t been doing so in the past, 
please do so now. The amount may 
be small but the Lord honors it 
just the same. These tithes go to 
Brother E. M. Smith, our state su- 
perintendent. There are very few 
Y. P. E’s. sending jin their tithes at 
present. Are you among that few? 
Come on, young people, and let us 
do our best for the Lord. The state 
Y. P. E. convention will convene 
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at Sylacauga, Ala., May 25-27, and 
we want a good report. Hoping to 
hear from your Y.P.E. soon, I am 


State Sec. and Treas., Vivian 
Adams, Adamsville, Ala. 
* * ® 


The date of the home coming 
at the Church of God at Brilliant, 
Ala. was set for April 22nd, but as 
conditions will be much better we 
have changed the date to May 27. 
—C. W. Padgett, pastor, Brilliant, 
Ala. 

* * * 

We, the Church of God at Mark- 
ed Tree, want to hear from Mrs. Kk. 
C. McGarity at once. If not heard 
from she will be disfellowshipped. 
—Jake Blake, clerk, Marked Tree, 
Ark. 

* * = 

To ministers, clerks and friends: 
My address is changed from Eu- 
pora, Miss., to (harleston, Miss., 
Rt. 2, in care of J. A. Bell.—Faith- 
fully, T. M. McClendon, state over- 
seer of Mississippi. 

* * & 

Our Y. P. E. convention will con- 
vene separate from our regular 
church convention. The Y. P. E. 
state convention will convene at 
Sylacauga, Ala., May 25-27, 1934. 
—E. M. Smith, 716 First St., Pratt 
City, Ala. 

“« * # 

To whom it may concern: This 
is to let you know that W. Cobb 
Dennard is no longer a minister or 
member of the Church of God. } 
refrained from doing this until he 
began advertising his meetings in 
the name of the Church of God, 
which he has no right to do.— J. W. 
Culpepper, overseer of Georgia. 

* * ¢ 

We have a good church here. 
The saints are aflame with the 
Holy Ghost fire. We have made 
and are making some _ improve- 
ments. We have the foundation 
laid for a parsonage and hope to 
have it done real soon. We have 
had some good revivals and quite 
a few folks have been blessed. 
Brother S. C. Chambers closed a 
meeting just a few weeks ago that 
was a success and Brother R. G. 
Looney gave us a kind of after re- 
vival meeting of a few weeks’ 
preaching which was mostly to the 
saints. We are planning to have 
morning, afternoon and evening 
services on Mother’s Day. The 
morning service will be given to 
the Sunday School for a program. 
A string band will begin to play at 

Continued on page 11) 
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Past, Present and Future 


When the Catholics were in pow- 
er they ruled with a high hand. 
Some of the popes who were elect- 
ed as the successors of St. Peter 
were not mere sinners, they were 
notorious, monstrous _ sinners. 
Pampering the flesh in opulent and 
luxurious living, gaining office 
through violence’ or bribery, 
strengthening their hold upon 
world dominion through craft and 
treachery, accumulating wealth by 
dishonesty and cunning, taking 
full advantage of ignorance and 
superstitions; such is the history 
of the priesthood and of the papacy 
of the ‘Holy Catholic Church.’ In 
these brief paragraphs we can 
present but few of the facts, all of 
which loudly testify that the Cath- 
olic system is not THE CHURCH 
OF GOD and its priests are not the 
successors or representatives of 
the apostles and of Christ. 

* * & 

One ancient writer avers, “If 
that position is once gained, (the 
episcopal throne) a man enjoys a 
peace, a luxury assured by the gen- 
erosity of the matrons; he can ride 
abroad in a carriage, clothed in 
magnificent robes, and can give 
banquets which for the splendor 
surpass even those of the emper- 
or.’’ Rather a contrast to the hum- 
ble walk of Him who though rich 
became poor to become the Savior 
of the lost! 

In Constantinople in 342 A. D. 
the bishop Macedonius was install- 
ed only after a massacre in whica 
it is said fully three thousand per- 
sons were slain. Again in 361, in 
Rome, a cleric named Damasus ac- 
tually employed a gang of gladia- 
tors to besiege the church where 
Ursinus, his rival for the bishopric, 
had taken refuge. Battering down 
the doors, and storming the roof 
the army of Damasus slew one 
hundred and thirty-seven of his 
rival’s supporters. The victor was 
NEVER MADE TO PAY for his 
crime. Christ said, “If a man smite 
you on the one cheek turn the oth- 
er also.” 

ee @& 

In 374 A. D. a popular young 
courtier named Ambrose, who had 
never been converted or even bap- 
tized, was elected bishop of the 
province. Ambrose later proved 
worthy but others who were thus 
elevated to church office proved 
themselves ‘unconscionable ras- 
cals.’ 


One present day historian re- 
marks, “It was a far cry from the 
day when mere peasants «gifted 
with the Spirit were able to head 
the congregations.The Church was 
now a mighty institution in the 
grip of leaders, who if they forgot 
their duty to the Kingdom of 
Heaven could at least lay hold of 
the earth.” Thus there gradually 
evolved the Roman _ ecclesiastical 
system which today is once again 
marshalling its forces to gain 
dominion over the world. 

*s> # # 

A contemporary states that in 
the year 1040 “it would have been 
very difficult to find a single priest 
who had not purchased his office, 
who was not illiterate, and who 
did not have a concubine.” Hilde- 
brand, (Pope Gregory VII, 1075 A. 
D.) declares that when he began 
his reforms he found within St. 
Peters, sixty married laymen wno 
made their living by dressing in the 
vestments of cardinals and reaa- 
ing masses for the money laden 
pilgrims. Another adds concerning 
the priests of Milan that, “They 
vied with each other as to who 
should have the most sumptuous 
dresses, the most abundant tables 
and the most beautiful mistresses.” 
The Catholics do not include facts 
like the above with their propa- 
ganda to revive Romanism! 

* * * 


Another historian says, “In the 
%th and 10th centuries the papacy 
passed a period of shameful dis- 
order. The Rome of John X was a 
cloaca in which the popes set the 
example of the worst misconduct. 
The priestly functions were OPEN- 
LY SOLD—this sore to the Church 
remained open until the thirteenth 
century.” 

“One pope, Nicholas V,” is re- 
ported “to have laid the foundation 
of his new Vatican palace with 
funds raised in Europe for the 
rescue of Constantinople from the 
Turks.” 

Continuing to quote, “Never be- 
fore had popes dared to be so cor- 
rupt in their personal lives. During 
this period they seem not to have 
made even a pretense to virtue, 
some actually flaunted their im- 
morality. Innocent VIII, despite his 
adopted name, had seven _illegit!- 
mate children whom he openly ac- 
knowledged and enriched. But he 
was almost a saint compared with 
his successor, Alexander VI, who 
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purchased the papal throne in 
1492. Alexander, a tall, handsome, 
gifted man, was acknowledged the 
father of five children by one wo- 
man, two by another, one by a 
third and one by a fourth. During 
his years on the papal throne he 
lived quite openly’—in his sin. 
Such notorious sinners are pre- 
sented to Christendom and the 
world as “the vicars of Christ up- 
on the earth,” the whole blas- 
phemous LIE being based upon the 
assumption that lineal succession 
and visible organization designate 
Romanian as the Church of God. 
* * * 

As THE Church Catholics claim 
to possess THE faith. Therein lies 
the menace of Catholic power. Any 
one who does not subscribe to the 
teachings of the Catholic Church, 
regardless of the Bible or of rea- 
son, is regarded as heretical. and 
Rome when in power, in the fu- 
ture as in the past, will not hesi- 
tate to employ FORCE to extirpate 
heresy. We here quote a Catholic 
writer (1932), “THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH ESTABLISHED THE 
INIQUISITION DIN ORDER TO 
SAFEGUARD THE INTEGRITY 
OF FAITH PLACED IN HER 
KEEPING BY JESUS CHRIST.” 
The right to try a man for heresy 
belongs, as it ever did and ever 
shall, to that hierarchical religion” 
which it was the destined mission 
of Protestantism to destroy. Truly 
the Rock of Ages abides, and the 
Holy Father sitteth in the seat of 
Peter.” 

Quoting other sources, The 
Church established the “holy office 
of Inquisition, whose purpose was 
to ferret out heretics, try them, 
and turn them over to the lay au- 
thorities for punishment. They did 
not hesitate to use the most fear- 
ful tortures to extort confessions 
from their victims, nor to prescribe 
the most heinous punishments 
rack and thumbscrews, flaying, 
burning, drawing, quartering - 
these were penalties which were 
meted out daily.” 

* * * 

To raise money, Catholic author- 
ities have at various times turned. 
to the selling of ‘indulgences.’ In 
1516 Pope Leo X “sent his pardons 
abroad through all Christian do- 
mains, whereby he gathered to- 
gether innumerable riches and 
treasure, the gatherers and collec- 
tors whereof persuaded the people 
that whosoever would give ten 
shillings should at his pleasu.e de- 
liver one soul from the pains of 
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purgatory; but if it were one jot 
less than ten shillings it would 
profit‘him nothing. A ‘certain Do- 
minican friar hamed Tétzel, went 
‘into Germany sélling the pope’s 
indulgences and ‘assuring the pur- 
chasers “that as soon as ever the 
: midhley tirikled in the chest,” the 
‘soul was ‘at once absolved and de- 
livered from purgatory. This im- 
pudent merchandising in souls 
roused the ire of Martin Luther and 
percipitated the Protestant Refor- 
mation. 


“The tax of Apostolic Chancery” 
contains the price of absolution for 
each particular sin; by payment of 
which, absolute remission may be 
obtained without regard to. the 
enormity of the crime committed; 
for example: 

(British Coin) 
Shillings Pence 








For simony 10 6 
I DE. iicertttpsstcistscntiisnccns 12 0 
For keeping a concubine .... 10 6 
For burning a neighbor's 

house 12 0 
For murdering a layman ... 7 6 
For laying violent hands on a 

clergyman ..................... 10 6 
For lying with a mother, sis- 

ter, ote. ....- ae 6 


(A shilling is is worth about twen- 
ty-four cents and a pence about 
two cents.) 
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This is a glimpse of what has 
proceeded out of the heart of the 
Romish Church which has claimed 
and still claims that, “HE WHO IS 
NOT IN THE CHURCH IS NOT A 
CHRISTIAN. He can no longer 
have God for his Father who has 
not the Church for his mother. 
There is no salvation outside the 
Church,” and, ‘““whosoever is sepa- 
rated from the Roman Catholic 
Church, however unblamable his 
life may be in other respects, be- 
cause of the sole offence that he is 
sundered from the unity of the 
Church, has no part in eternal life; 
7od’s wrath hangs over him! This 
is the Rome which today invites 
her erring Protestant children to 
come home to their mother,” and 
which urges the world to seek its 
rest in her embrace. The whole 
world may shortly be startled to 
behold the power and dominion of 
ancient Romanism once more re- 
vived. 

* * # 
Work For The 
EVANGEL 


Valuable Premiums Given 


THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 


May 12, 1934 


Our State Assemblies 


(Continued from page 1) 


Ghost manifested Himself almost 
every day. In the second session of 
‘this meeting while the whole 
crowd was shouting and dancing 
under the power, the Lord let my 
cup run over and I too had a won- 
derful time of rejoicing in the 
Lord. What a glorious thrill it was 
to see that wonderful sight. Broth- 
er Eneas is a wonderful man of 
God and is a great blessing to the 
Church on the islands. He has a 
good standing with the govern- 
ment and we owe much to him for 
the success of the work and the 
favors shown us by the English 
government. Brother Raney is. do- 
ing a good work on the islands this 
year although he has been greatly 
handicapped on account of finance. 
The American dollar has so depre- 
ciated until their money is worth 
considerably more than the Ameri- 
can money and he has had to cash 
his checks at a considerable loss. 
I was more impressed than ever 
before of the need of an appropria- 
tion for the work in the Bahamas. 
Twenty-five or thirty dollars a 
month to give to the different 
preachers on the islands certainly 
would add greatly to the Church of 
70d work on those islands. While 
God is blessing and keeping those 
precious people they are suffering 
many hardships. The storms have 
destroyed many of their homes and 
also their church buildings, ana 
they certainly need help. Thou- 
sands of people on the out islands 
know but little about the Lord. It 
is a great pity that we haven’t 
some money to help them  witn 
right now. I want to urge our peo- 
ple to do their best for missions so 
that the needs of these precious 
people might be supplied that the 
work might go forward. 


Just as I took the plane to leave 
for the States they sent Brother 
Porter White down to tell me that 
fourteen of our people who hada 
started to the convention in a sail- 
boat were lost. Every one thougnt 
they were drowned. But I have just 
received a letter from Brother 
Raney stating that they had been 
found out on some part of a lonely 
island almost starved to death but 
none of them lost their lives. How 
thankful we are that God spared 
these precious soldiers of the 
cross. 

On April 26-29 we attended the 


state convention of Tennessee. This 


convention convened in. North 
Chattanooga, T. S. Payne in 
charge. The convention opened 


with the house packed the first 
night. Preachers from all over the 
state were present. Many good 
messages were delivered and the 
power and presence of the Lord 
was felt in every service. The re- 
ports show that Tennessee is com- 
ing to the front. Financial condi- 
tions are better which enables our 
preachers to carry the gospel into 
many places. This was indeed a 
glorious occasion. There were good 
reports from pastors and we are 
looking forward to the greatest in- 
gathering of souls in this state 
that has been in many years past. 
We appreciate the loyal service ot 
these blessed ministers. The con- 
vention closed with the grace and 
favors of God upon the people and 
we are sure that they went back 
to their respective fields of labor 
with renewed energy and greater 
zeal for the Master than before. 


REQUESTS 


Dear children of God, please pray 
for Lane, Okla. that God will send 
some one here to bring the mes- 
sage. The people can’t hear with- 
out a preacher. We must have a 
meeting here if it is the divine will 
of God. We need a man of God who 
does not fear hard places. There is 
nothing too hard for God. We pre- 
fer a man and his wife who can 
play music. We would like to have 
the meeting sometime in July. — 
Mrs. Mary Belcher, Rt. 2, Atoka, 
Okla. 


* * * 

I humbly ask the saints of Goa 
to please pray for my body to be 
healed. I'm trusting God for my 
healing.—A sister, Clara Harris, 
Bainbridge, Ga., 719 Albany, Ga. 

7° * @ 

Please pray for the healing of 
my body. I have been down since 
Feb. 17 and not able to do my 
work. I have a desire to read but 
don’t have a Bible. If anybody has 
one they don’t need, I would appre- 
ciate it. Please pray for God to 
touch my eyes and strengthen 
them.—A sister in Jesus, Mrs. W. 
W. Pyron, Marvell, Ark. 
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STEWARDSHIP 


“Give an account of thy steward- 
ship.” Luke 16:2. 

A steward is one who is employ- 
ed to transact the business of an- 
other. 

His duty is to promote. in the 
best possible manner, the interest 
of his employer. He is liable, at 
any time, to be called to account 
for the manner in which he has 
transacted his business, and to be 
removed from his office at the 
pleasure of his employer. 

Did you know we are God’s 
stewards? The silver and gold are 
His; He is the proprietor of the 
universe. Men are mere stewards, 
employed by Him for the transac- 
tion of His business, and required 
to do all they do for His glory. 

1—God’s stewards are to give an 
account to Him for their TIME. 
God has created us and keeps us 
alive and our time is His. 

—Stewards are to give an ac- 
count of their TALENTS. What- 
ever talent you might have, are you 
using it for God’s glory? 

3—A steward is to give an ac- 
count for the INFLUENCE HE 
EXERTS upon mankind around 
him. Are you living so your influ- 
ence is an advancement to Christ? 


4—You must give an account 
for the manner in which you use 
THE PROPERTY IN YOUR POS- 
SESSION. Should you be blest with 
a little property, when God calls 
upon you to use it for Him do not 
refuse, as God might have, with 
perfect justice. given His property 
to someone else instead of you. 

5—You must give an account of 
your SOUL. You have no right to 
go to hell. ‘““‘What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul?” 


6—You must give an account for 
the SOULS OF OTHERS. God 
commands us to be co-workers 


with Him. He needs your services, 


for He saves souls only through 


the agency of men. 


7—Give an account of the SEN- 
TIMENTS YOU ENTERTAIN. 
Your sentiments will have an im- 
portant bearing upon the influence 
you exert over those around you. 


8——You must give an account of 
your OPPORTUNITIES OF DO- 
ING GOOD. Every day we should 
speak words of cheer and comfort 
to some poor downhearted person. 
Show them we love them by doing 
good. May we all be diligent to pro- 
mote God’s cause. 


If you consider yourself as God’s 
steward, doing His business, if you 
are in all things consulting His in- 
terests and His glory, and consider 
all your possession as His, your 
time and your talents; the more 
busily you are engaged in His ser- 
vice, the more God will be present 
in all your thoughts. 


True Christians consider them- 
selves as God’s stewards; they act 
for Him, live for Him, transact 
business for Him, eat and drink for 
His glory, live and die to please 
Him. But sinners and hypocrites 
live for themselves, account their 
time, talents, influence as_ their 
own, and dispose of them all for 
their own private interest and thus 
drown themselves in destruction. 


At the judgment, can Christ 
truly say this of you, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant”? Have 
you been faithful to God, faithful 
to your own soul, and the souls of 
others? Are you ready to have your 
accounts examined and your life 
weighed in the balance? Let us do 
everything for the glory of God and 
lay hold upon the hope that is set 
before us; for, hark! a voice cries, 
“Give an account of thy steward- 
ship. for thou mayest be no longer 
steward.”——-Ruth Holt, 840 Royal 
St. N.W., Atlanta, Ga. 


AT HOME BUT THINKING OF 
SCHOOL 


Dear teachers and students, my 
heart seemed to swell and my eyes 
filled with tears when I received 
word that I was to write to the 
Echoes. No one but the dear Lord 
knows how I miss you. I have often 
wondered where you all are and 
what you are all doing. 


We had a wonderful trip home. 
I'll not tell you all about my trip, 
but will say the first two days were 
the most pleasant. I left Cleveland 
April lst and arrived home April 
7th. I’m home with my parents 
now and that seems good, but that 
doesn’t take away the yearning for 
our precious little schoolroom and 
the students who have become so 
dear to me. 


Oh how I'd like to meet with the 
Mission Class just once more. I 
long to go to South America. It is 
my request that all the students 
and especially the Mission Class 
pray that God will burn on my 
heart a greater desire to go. I'm 
praying and planning that I can get 
back to Bible School next term and 
study Spanish. 


A letter from any of the students 
will be greatly appreciated. May 
God bless you all. Hoping to hear 
from some one soon, I remain just 
a lonesome student, Paul Schie- 
wek, Ryder, N. Dak. 


GREENSBORO, N. C.—We had 
a very successful revival here at 
the Church of God. Brother John L. 
Stephens, our state overseer, and 
Brother Robinson, pastor of the 
Church of God in High Point, N. C., 
conducted it. Eleven were saved, 
eight sanctified, three baptized 
with the Holy Ghost and nine add- 
ed to the church. Brother A. J. 
Swift of Erwin, N.C. taught a 
singing school here that was very 
beneficial to the church.—Humbly, 
yours in Christ, G. C. Smith. 
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J. H. INGRAM, E. W. WILLIAMS, Mission Editors 
All Materia) fur this Veparuuent should be sent iw K. C. Clark, Mission Secretary. 








CANADA’S FIRST CHURCH OF 
GOD CONVENTION 


The first provincial convention 
of the Church of God convened in 
Robsart, Sask., Canada, March 18- 
19th inclusive, 1934. The conven- 
tion was an abounding success. All 
the speakers were at their best as 
they filled their part of the pro- 
gram. The eighteen piece orches- 
tra rendered splendid music, also 
there was lots of special singing. 
The auditorium was packed at 
each evening session and the day 
sessions were well represented by 
a very large crowd. Our overseer, 
Brother Paul H. Walker, had 
charge of the convention and we 
enjoyed his services and interest in 
the work here immensely. Sister 
Carrie Butler and Sister Florence 
Bachman and others spoke with 
great inspiration and all enjoyed 
their messages. Brother James 
Ressor, Brother David Green and 
Viola Parge spoke to the young 
people and every one enjoyed their 
messages. We are looking fora 
convention in Canada each year 
from now on. Pray for us up here 
in this far North, that we might go 
forward as never before in the in- 
terest of the great cause we love 
so well.—Yours in His_ services, 
Misses Myrtle Errickson and Viola 


Bargee, clerks of convention. 
* * * 


I, as the state overseer of the 
Canadian work in Saskatchewan, 
wish to sound a note or two with 
regards to the conventon anid 
work in Canada. Canada has some’ 
of the most loyal people in it I 
have ever met. They love the truth 
and are real Church of God people 
The convention in my estimation, 
considering everything, was as 
good as any I have ever attended, 
especially it being the first conven- 
tion. The church people arrangea 
their work so they could attend the 
meeting. They seemed to come 
from every direction. The audi- 
torium soon filled. The music and 
singing began and every one seem- 
ed aglow with a good heavenly 
feeling, and many remarked that 
they were spending the best time 
of their lives. We want all our read- 
ers to know that Canada is on ths 
map. Yes sir, and I am for Céi:au 
] never saw a more needy field, nor 
greater opportunities than in Can- 
ada. We have a loyal band of work- 
ers in Canada. We could use more, 
but it is my purpose to give Cani- 
ada the best we can in order to put 
the cause to the front. Remember 
Canada in your prayers.—Paul H. 
Walker, overseer of Canada. 
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CASH RECEIPTS FOR APRIL, 1934 
E. J. BOERMER, Secretary 


Shorts Creek, Va. 50c; Crown Hill, W. 
Va. $1.04; Campaign, Tenn. $3.30; S. 58. 
Crystal River, Fla. $3.49; S. S. Ft. Green, 
Fia, $8.50; S. S. Cramerton, N. C. $3.77; 
S. S. Busha Chapel, Miss. 16c; S. S. Sebas- 
tain, Fla. $5.52; S. S. Garrison, W. Va. 
$1.80; S. S. Walhalla, (town) S. C. $1.35; 
S. S. Manatee, Fla. $2.53; S. S. Canton, 
Ohio, $4.00; S. S. Seminole, Okla. $3.94; 
S. S. Clinton, S. C. 87c; S. S. Kinsers 
Tabernacle, Tenn. 7ic; W. H. Duggins, 
Calif. 50c; S. S. Sugar Grove, Ill. $2.72; 
S. S. Dalton, Ga. 85c; S. S. McCall, S. C. 
$1.97; S. S. Crane Eater, Ga. 25c; S. S. 
Lancaster, Ohio, $5.19; S. S. Buford, Ga. 
65c;: S. S. Mooresville, N. C. $2.81; State 
Convention, North Ga. $5.40; S. S. Ep 
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worth, N. Dak. $3.48; S. S. Jasper, fia. 
$1.13; G. M. Bloomingdale, Me. $1.00; 
Mrs. Charles Pyle, Ill. $1.69; S. S. Sian- 
non, Ga. 90c; S. S. Letcher, Ky. 77c; 8.58. 
Verda, Ky. $3.68; S. S. New Port, Tenn. 
58c; S. S. Largo, Fla. $5.58; S. S. Wilis 
Point, Tex. 21c; S. S. Ruskin, Fia. $2.59; 
S. S. LaBelle, Fla. $4.36; S. S. Olney, III. 
$8.86; S. S. Boaz, Ala. $1.00; S. S. Can- 
ton, N. C. $1.88; S. S. Eldorado, Md. 29c; 
S. S. East Chapman, Ala. $1.21; S. S. Tar- 
pon Springs, Fla. $9.57; S. S. Warren- 
ville, S. C. $1.57; S. S. Langley, S. C. 
$1.89; S. S. Thomasville, N. C. $1.87; S.S. 
Maud, Okla. $3.30; S. S. Sebewa, Mich. 
$1.76; S. S. Hickory, N. C. 54c; S. S. Gaf- 
fney, S. C. $2.90; S. S. Black Oak, Tenn. 
$1.35; S. S. Alton, Fla. 58c; S. S. Peters- 
burg, W. Va. $1.00; S. S. Ft. Meade, Fla 
68c; S. S. Marion, N. C. 49c; S. S. Flat 
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Rock, N. C. 50c; 8S. S. Williston, Fla. 06c; 
S. S. Silver Point, Tenn. 65c; S. S. Mon- 
roe, La. 33c; S. S. Bald Knob, Ark. 78c; 
S. S. Jamboree, Ky. 42c; S. S. Concord, 
N. C. 77c; S. S. Adamsville, Ala. $1.90; 
S .S. Amelia, Va. $1.48; S. S. Easton, Md. 
$1.98; S. S. Lawrence, Ga. 08c; S. S. 
Lakeland, Fla. $14.90; S. S. Kathleen, Fia. 
$1.14; S. S. West St. Louis, Mo. $2.83; 
S. S. Carbon, Ind. 74c; S. S. East Tallas- 
see, Ala. $1.34; S. S. Cincinnati, Ohio, 
$8.00; S. S. Ft. Mill, N. C. $2.63; 5S. S. 
Tifton, Ky. $3.12; S. S. Kentwood, La. 
62c; S. S. Parkwood, Ala. 80c; S. S. Jet- 
ferson City, Tenn. 34c; S. S. Linden, Fla. 
$2.08; S. S. Lemmon, S. Dak. $34.66; S.S. 
Pelzer, S. C. $2.32; S. S. Union Grove, 
Ga. 62c; S. S. Oak Grove, Ala. 66c; S. Ss. 
Norton, Va. $1.10; S. S. Ft. Myers, Fla. 
$2.36; S. S. Blacksburg, S. C. $4.00; S. S. 
Rouggly, Mo. 70c; S. S. Hendersonville, 
N. C. 81c; S. S. Big Island, Mo. $1.44; S.S. 
Lanett, Ala. 52c; Winona, Miss. 53c; 
Honea Path, S. C. $1.04; S. S. Paris, Tex. 
70c; S. S. Edinburg, Tex. 27c; Yazoo Ciiy, 
S. S. Miss. 68c; S. S. Boswell, Pa. $3.48; 
S. S. Myersdale, Pa. $2.35; S. S. Cortez, 
Fla. $3.92; S.S. Bowling Green, Ky. $2.16; 
S. S. Selmon City, Tex. 50c; S. S. Lance 
City, S. C. 18¢c; S. S. Candler, N. C. $1.vvu, 
Lepanto, Ark. 60c; S. S. Moorehead, Miss. 
44c; S. S. Sumiton, Ala. 90c; S. S. School- 
field, Va. $1.59; S. S. Barnabus, W. Va. 
28c; S. S. New Martinsville, W. Va. $2.67; 
S. S. Ranger, Tex. $1.98; S. S. Seafora, 
Del. $1.20; S. S. Branford, Fla. $4.33; 
S. S. Zion, Ala. 07c; S. S. Boynton, Pa. 
44c; S. S. New Hope, Tex. 29c: S. S. 
Cherry Valley, Ark. 48c; S. S. Zion Ridge, 
Ala. $1.85; S. S. South St. Joseph, mo. 
53c; S .S. White Cloud, Mich. $1.09; S.s 
Collinsville, Ill. 37c; S. S. Vicksburg, 
Miss. $1.00; S. S. Graysville, Tenn. 45c, 
S. S. Springvale, Ohio, $2.35; S. S. Frank- 
lin, Ohio, 68c; S. S. Vero Beach, Fia. 
$3.02; S. S. Frost Proof, Fla, $2.22; S. S. 
Earle, S. C. 27c; S. S. Waycross, Ga. 
$2.28; S. S. Albany, Ga. $2.11; S. S. Boga- 
lusa, La. 49c; S. S. Sulphur Springs, Fia. 
$3.20; S. S. Greenwood, S. C. $1.52; S. S. 
Rock Hill, S .C. $3.02; S. S. Shelby, N. G 
51ic; S. S. Lynchburg, Va. 13c; S. S. Lowe, 
W. Va. $1.16; S. S. Crown, W. Va. $3.69; 
S. S. Ft La.uderdale, Fla. $1.49; S. s. 
Glenn Fork, W. Va. $1.94; S. S. Kermit, 
W. Va. 50c; S. S. Macclenny, Fla. $5.25; 
S. S. Central, S. C. 75c; S. S. Akron; O. 
$8.58; S. S. Lando, S. C. 75¢e; S. S. Jop- 
lin, Mo. 69c; S. S. Davis Creek, W. Va. 
$2.30; S. S. Marvel, Ala. 16c; S. S. Macon, 
Ga. 91c; S. S. Baltimore, Md. $2.13; S. S. 
High Shoals, N. C. $2.54; S. S. Tarboro, 
N. C. 60c; S. S. Elizabethton, Tenn. $1.81; 
S. S. Pineola, N. C. 05c; S. S. St. Luke, 
Md. 76c; S. S. Key West, Fla. $7.36; S. S. 
Erwin, Tenn. $6.94; S. S. Equality, Ili. 
64c; S. S. Beasleys Chapel, Tenn. 58c, 
S. S. New Bethlehem, Pa. 50c; S. S. Fe.n- 
dale, Fla. 90c; S. S. Big Springs, Tex. 
79c; S. S. Rocky Hill, Miss. $1.35; S. S 
Anderson, S. C. $1.25; S. S. West Ashe 
ville, N. C. $1.00; S. S. Reading, Pa. $2.96; 
S. S. Breckenridge, Tex. $2.00; S. S. Lan 
nius, Tex. 09c; S.S. Anawalt, W.Va. $1.43; 
S. S. Stafford, Fla. 68c; S. S. Petersburg, 


Fla.- $3.11; S. S. Ft. Wayne, Ind. $1.23: 
e 

















* May 12, 1934 


S. S. Portland, Me. $1.51; S. S. Thorn, 
Miss. 15c; S. S Phoenix, Ariz. $2.40; S. >. 
Bangor, Me. $1.28; S. S. Electra, Tex 
$1.35; Church, Dorothy, W. Va. 36c; S. S. 
Big Timber, Mont, $1.70; S. S. Elbert, W. 
Va. $2.46; S. S. Nettleton, Ark. 09c; S. S. 
Alachua, Fla. 07c; S. S. Markleysburg, Pa. 
$5.00; S. S. Toledo, Ohio, $1.99; 5S, S. 
Ravia, Okla. 20c; S. S. High Spire, Pa. 
$1.53; Church and S. S. Erwin, N. C. 
$1.43; S. S. Bristol, Tenn. 66c; S. S. Wil- 
liamstown, W. Va. 53c; S. S. McCowans 
Creek, Tenn. 60c; S. S. Twila, Ky. $7.87; 
S. S. Juniata, Pa. 17c; S. S. Gary, W. Va. 
76c; S. S. Radford, Va. 39c; S.S. Wellston, 
Ohio, $3.76; S. S. Mt. Olive, Tenn. $1.40; 
S. S. Mobeetie, Tex. 35c; S. S. Ravenna, 
Ky. $1.83; S. S. Shelburn, Ind. $2.43; S.S. 
Rhodell, W. Va. 69c; S. S. Lakeland, (Ear- 
ter offering) Fla. $1.36; S. S. Somerset, 
Ky. $5.38; S. S. Dan, Ky. $1.00; S. S. 
Viceo, Ky. $4.17; S. S. Foley, Fla. $1.49; 
Dist. Convention, Shooting Creek, N. CU. 
$10.62; S. S. Flint, Mich. $11.58; S. S. 
Gasparilla, Fla. $4.34; S. S. Charleston, 
S. C. 95ce; Charleston, S. C. $1.96; S. S. 
Perry, Okla. $4.91; S. S. Wishek, N. Dak. 
$1.92; S.S. Wilbur, W. Va. 40c; S. S. Dun- 
low, W. Va. 17c; Church and S. S. Greens- 
boro, N. C. $2.05; S. S. Brighton, Mo. 
61c; S. S. Dundee, Ohio, 60c; S. S. Leaa- 
wood, Mo. $2.75; S. S. Willis Branch, W. 
Va. 32c; S. S. Phoenix City, Ala. $1.01; 
S. S. Pritchard, Ala. $1.00; S. S. Benn- 
dale, Miss. 91c; S, S. Savannah Branch, 
La. 64c; S. S. Gainesville, Fla. $1.29; S.S. 
Tampa, Fla. $2.63; S. S. Winchester, Ky. 
92c: S. S. Harrisburg, Pa. 61c; S. S. West 
Junction, Ohio, $4.45; S. S. Somerset, Pa. 
43c: S. S. Sale Creek, Tenn. 88c; S. S. 
Bartow, Fla. $2.22; S. S. Auburndale, Fla. 
47c; S. S. Belfast, Me. $1.50; S. S. Iowa 
Park, Tex. 35c; S. S. Switzer, W. Va. 
$4.70; S. S. Tennelina, N. C. 68c; S. S. 
Harlan, Ky. 85c; Church, Harlan, Ky. 
$6.08: S. S. Williamsburg, Pa. $4.89; S. S. 
Baldwin Park, Cattf, $2.23; S. S. Trafford, 
Ala. $3.40; S. S. Cantwell, Mo. $6.50 S. S. 
Milton, W. Va. 08c; S. S. Shepherds Fold, 
La. $2.07; S .S. Echols, W. Va. $2.94; S.S. 
Kellysville, W. Va. 77c; S. S. Wimauma, 
Fla. $6.30: S. S. Blue Diamond, Ky. 
$11.22: S. S. Unicoi, Tenn. $1.64; S. S. 
Claysville, Pa. $1.42; S. S. Chokoloskee, 
Fla, $3.74; S. S. Beckley, W. Va. $2.59: 
S. S. Monroe, Va. $1.93; S. S. Columbus, 
Ga. $1.07; S. S. Walhalla, (country) S. C. 
08c; S. S. Hiwassee, Tenn, 14c; S. S. Cof- 
feyville, Kans. $2.63; S. S. Deering, Mo. 
62c; S. S. Jasonville, Ind. $1.20; S. S. Roa- 
noke, Va. $1.25; S. S. Mission, Tex. $2.87; 
S. S. Union, S. C. $3.60; S. S. Newburn. 
Va. 838c; S. S. Olustee, Fla. $3.50; S. S. 
Lewistown, Mont. $3.93; S. S. LaFayette, 
Ga. $1.13; S. S. Marked Tree, Ark. 24c; 
S. S. Sharps Tabernacle, La. $1.52; S. S. 
South Cleveland, Tenn. $2.42; S. S. Sheri- 
dan, Wyo. $5.70; Church, Gasparilla, Fla. 
$1.00; S. S. Brownfield, Tex. $2.99; S. 5S. 
Carlsbad, N. Nex. 31c; S. S. Hot Springs, 
N. Mex. 62c; S. S. Lake Worth, Fla. $5.00; 
S. S. Cocoa, Fla. $8.55; S. S. Poplar Grove, 
Ark. 32c; S. S. East St. Louis, Ill. 5%c; 
Wahpeton, N. Dak. $8.40; S. S. Buchan- 
non, W. Va. 27c; S. S. Chauncey, I}. 
$1.76; S. S. Cherry Hill. S. C. 13c; S. S. 
Dillon, S .C. $1.71; Manatee, Fla. $11.04: 
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H. E. Ramsey, W. Va. $6.18; White Water, 
Ariz. 57c; S. S. Parkersburg, W. Va. 
$1.01; S. S. Pensacola, Fla. $1.31;- S. 8S. 
Crisfield, Md. $3.84; S. S. Pulaski, Va. 
$1.00; S. S. Ponchatoula, La. 59c; S. 5S. 
Dayton, Ohio, $2.86; S. S. Easley, S. C. 
30c; S. S. Moultrie, Ga. 85c; S. S. Orlando, 
Fla. $6.00; S. S. Lenoir City, Tenn. $3.39; 
S. S. Miami, Fla. $10.80; S. S. Bedford, 
Va. $1.00; S. S. Clearwater, Fla. $9.96; S. 
S. Marietta, Ohio, $4.00; West Lake, Fla. 
41c; Mobridge, S. Dak. $4.31; S. S. Gas- 
tonia, N. C. $1.30; S. S. Cedartown, Ga. 
$2.08; S. S. Logan, Ill. $1.87; S. S. Pierce, 
W. Va. 48c; S. S. Manns Choice, Pa. 60c; 
S. S. Oak Grove, Ky. 08c; S. S. Lester, 
W. Va. 15c; S. S. Ft. Pierce, Fla. $7.62; 
S. S. Faxon, Okla. 08c; S. S. Graham, Tex. 
28c; S. S. Louisville, Ky. $6.47; S. S. 
Uhrichsville, Ohio, $2.39; S. S. Vulcan, 
W. Va. $2.57; S. S. Weatherford, Tex. 
12c; S. S. Delbarton, W. Va. $3.37; 5. S. 
Weir City, Kans. $6.00; S. 8. High Point, 
N. C. $1.16; S. S. Maud, Okla. 82c; S. S. 
Roderfield, W. Va. $1.16; S. S. Rome, Ga. 
$2.81; S S. Rosemond, N. C. $1.60; S. S. 


Greenville, S. C. $20.00; S. S. Wichita 
Falls, Tex. $1.50; Miss Grace Haight, 
Cleveland, Tenn. $1.00; S. S. Detroit, 


Mich. $17.69; Octagon Soap Co. N. J. 
$34.72; S. S. Christopher, Ky. $3.76; S. S. 
Lenore, W. Va. $1.98; S. S. Frost Proof, 
Fla. $2.72; S. S. Pattonsville, Ohio, 57c; 
S. S. Great Falls, S. C. $2.09; S. S. Zolfo 
Springs, Fla. $3.74; S. S. Salem, Va. 25c; 
S. S. West Helena, Ark. $1.97; S. S. Bor- 
ger, Tex. $2.69;. S. S. Fonde, Ky. $3.84; 
S. S. Imboden, Ark. 05c; S. S. Ironton, 
Ohio, $2.05; S. S. Sweetwater, Tenn, 43c; 
S. S. Shamrock, Tex. 74c; S. S. Smithers, 
W. Va. $2.79; S. S. Anderson, S. C. $2.69; 
S. S. Coconut Grove, Fla $11.30; S. S. 
Selma, Ala, 24c; S. S. Broadcreek, N. C. 
62c; S. S. North St. Joseph, Mo. $1.66; 
S. S. Christian, W. Va. $4.23; S. S. Rocky 
Mount, N. C. $1.61; S. S. Otis, Fla. $4.40; 
Cambridge, Md. $3.05; S. S. Bowie, Tex. 
40c; S. S. Bone Cave, Tenn. $1.00; S. S. 
West Frankfort, Ill. $5.00; S. S. Bridge- 
ford, Ga. 78c. 
** 0 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Mrs. Pearl O. Barba, Sheridan, Wyo. 2 
children’s dresses. — Mrs. W. D. Childers, 
Miami, Fla. 5 ladies’ handkerchiefs. -— 
Mrs. E. E. Jones, Dallas, Tex. 13 quilt 
squares. — R. L. Holbrooks, Wheelwright, 
Ky. 27 yds. unbleached domestic. — Mrs. 
Martha Durgen, Chickamauga, Ga. 14 
slips, 11 pr. bloomers. — D. E. Widdle, 
Uhrichsville, Ohio, 1 boy’s suit. — Mrs. 
C. N. Colvin, Williamstown, W. Va. 5 bars 
soap, 21 pkgs. bias tape, 7 dish towels, 3 
child’s dress, 1 yd. cloth. — Y. P. E. Lanez- 
ley, S. C. 3 quilts made by the young 


ladies. 
eee 


NOTICES 
(Continued from page 6) 


eleven-thirty (Winnsboro boys) 
lasting about one-half hour. In the 
afternoon the Y. P. E. is to have 
charge. Rock Hill and Columbia’s 
Y. P. E’s. are expected to be here 


ELEVEN 


to put on programs. Rock Hill’s 
will mostly be music. In the eve- 
ning service we will have some- 
thing on missions, Everybody who 
can come, come. You are welcome. 
—W. Frank Smith, pastor, Winns- 
boro, S. C. 
eee 

To the Church of God in the 
Leachville, Ark. district: I take this 
method to notify you that I have 
relieved Brother R. R. Martin as 
district pastor as he wanted to 
evangelize. I have appointed Broth- 
er W. A. Ledford as district pastor 
and the churches in this district are 
as follows: Whitlow Grove or 
Hoxie, Paragould, Nemmons, 
Leachville, Walnut Ridge near 
Leachville, and Caraway. Some- 
time in July we will have the dis- 
trict convention. We will announce 
it later. May the Lord bless you all, 
is my prayer.—Yours in the Mas- 
ter’s service, L. G. Rouse, overseer 
of Arkansas, 

* * * 


To those who are in need of an 
evangelist: Brother A. B. Reed, 
1918 Ohio Ave., Canton, Ohio, 1s 
open for calls. Brother Reed is a 
good man, good preacher, and in 
good standing with the Church of 
God.—E. Haynes, state overseer of 
Ohio. 

* * * 


The date of the Ohio State Con- 
vention is changed from May 18-20 
to May 17-20.—E. Haynes, State 
Overseer, 

se @ 

The Church of God at Hickory 
Grove, S. C. will have a home com- 
ing the fourth Sunday in May. We 
invite all nearby churches to come 
and be with us. We will have all- 
day service and dinner on the 
ground. Everybody come and bring 
a well filled basket. Please bring 
your stringed instruments. We 
extend our state overseer an invi- 
tation to come and be with us. -- 
J. M. Donald, pastor. 


* * # 


Memorial Day will be observed 
at the Church of God at Dalton, 
Ga. the fourth Sunday in May. All 
are cordially invited. We are ex- 
pecting some ministers from Cleve- 
land and other prominent minis- 
ters, also the Orphanage Quartet 
from Cleveland. Service will begin 
about 10 a. m. and at noon lunch 
will be servéd on the grounds. We 
are expecting Sister M. P. Cross of 
Cleveland to have charge of the 
afternoon service.—J. P. Green, 
pastor. 








TWELVE 


(Continued from page 3) 


ery man truth to his neighbor. * * 
Let him ‘that stole steal no more: 
but rather let him labour, working 
with his hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to give to 
him that needeth.”’ Oh yes, this is 
God’s order for the behavior of the 
brethren in the household of God, 
whether you like it or don’t like it. 
Honest toil and providing for life’s 
necessaries is a quality of godliness 
required of holy brethren. Eph., &: 
29, “Let no corrupt communica+ 
tion proceed out of your. mouth, 
but that which is good to the use 
of edifying.” Titus 2:2, 6-8, “That 
aged men be sober, grave, temper- 
ate, sound in faith, in charity, tn 
patience * * * young men likewise 
exhort, that they be sober mind- 
ed. In all things shewing thyself a 
pattern of good works: in doctrine 
shewing uncorruptness, gravity, 
sincerity, sound speech, that can- 
not be condemned.” Men who are 
husbands are commanded, Eph. 5: 
25, “Husbands love your’ wives 
even as Christ also loved the 
church.” As fathers they are ex- 
horted, Eph. 6:4, “Provoke not 
your children to wrati; but bring 
them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” 


The sisters in Christ are ex- 
horted to remember that, 1 Tim. 
2:13, “Adam was first formed, 


then Eve.” They are not suffered 
“to teach or usurp authority over 
the man but to learn quietly (mar- 
gin) “remembering that, Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman 
being deceived was in the trans- 
gression.” 1.Tim. 2:12, 14. “Also 
that women adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefaced- 
ness and sobriety; not with braid- 
ed hair, or gold, or pearls, or cost- 
ly array; but which becometh wo- 
men professing godliness, with 
good works,” 1 Tim. 2:9-10. “TI will 
therefore that the younger women 
marry, bear children, guide the 
house, give none occasion to the 
adversary to speak reproachfully,”’ 
1 Tim. 5:14. “The aged women, 
likewise that they be in behavior as 
becometh holiness. Not false ac- 
cusers, not given to much wine, 
teachers of good things; that they 
may teach the younger women to 
be sober, to love their husbands, to 
love their children, to be discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home, good, obe- 
dient to their own husbands, that 
the word of God be not  bilas- 
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The Behavior of Saints in The Household of God 


phemed,” Titus 2:3-5. 


Submission of wives to hus- 
bands is emphasized, 1 Pet. 3:1, 
“Ye wives, be in subjection to your 
husbands,” because, Eph. 5:23, 
“the husband is the head of the 
wife, even as Christ is the head of 
the Church.” 1 Cor. 11:1, “I would 
have you know, that the head of 
every man is Christ; and the head 
of every woman is the man, and 
the head of Christ is God.’’ There 
follows a mysterious statement, 


1 Cor. 11:10, “For this cause ought 4 


the woman toghaye power on her 
head (that is the evidence of her 
submission to the authority of her 
head; i. e. to man) because of the 
angels.” It is possible that Gen. 
6:2 teaches that in the wicked days 
before the flood evil angels usurp- 
ed the power of man over woman 
and cohabited with them (possibly 
in the physical form of man). Wo- 
man is warned that if she does not 
bear upon her (the covering of her 
head) the token of submission to 
her divinely ordered head (man) 
she may again be dominated by 
evil spirit beings, the ‘angels of 
darkness.’ In this same passage it 
is written that a woman’s long hair 
is a glory to her: for her hair is 
given her for a covering (margin 
—veil), and it is, ‘A shame for a 
woman to be shorn,” that is, to 
have her long hair cut off. 1 Cor. 
11: 15, 6. It is a mark of great 
significance that in these last days 
which Jesus said would be as the 
evil days just before the flood 
(Matt. 24:37), women are shame- 
lessly cropping off their hair, which 
as a covering is to them a God- 
given token of the modest and re- 
tiring place God has appointed for 
them in ordering their place in life, 
and otherwise violating the divine 
order for their manner of life. Lest 
any man himself out of divine or- 
der should think to abuse the au- 
thority of his God-given place as 
head, it must be remembered thax 
this headship over woman is to be 
exercised in like manner as Christ 
exercises His headship over the 
Church. Remember also that, “‘Nei- 
ther is the man without the wo- 
man, neither the woman without 
the man in the Lord.” 1 Cor. 11:11. 
In the household of God “there 1s 
neither male nor female: for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus.” Gal. 3:28. 
It is not a domineering overlord- 
ship but, “‘Let everyone of you * * 
love his wife * * * and the wife see 
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that she reverence her husband.” 
Eph. 5:33. 

Equally explicit directions are 
given for the godly behavior. of 
children, Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20; 1 
Tim. 6:1,2, and of servants, Eph. 
6:5-9; Col. 3:21, who have passed 
from death and the ways of the 
world, into life and the ways of 
God and have so been adopted into 
the household of faith. : 

We see that the intimate and 
commonplace details of life have 
not been beneath the notice of God 
in ordering the behavior of those 
who are in His household. “That 
thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself, in the 
house of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth.” 1 Tim. 3:15. 

The godly, whom God has “set 
apart unto himself” (Ps. 4:3), will 
gladly conform their lives to the di- 
vine order revealed in the Word. 


COMMUNISTS PLOT AGAINST 
AMERICA 


CLEVELAND, April 4, (AP) — 
Communists of America. have a 
new praesidium of 27 members and 
10 honorary world * members, in- 
cluding Joseph Stalin of Soviet 
Russia, and a seven-point program 
for strengthening their position in 
this country. 

Five hundred voting delegates 
from 43 states, in a closed session 
last night, elected the praesidium 
of 27 members from among those 
attending the national convention. 

Word was given out that Ear! 
Browder of New York, secretary of 
the party, called upon the com- 
munists to: 

Start independent class organi- 
zation; resist the lowering of the 
living standard; apply bolshevist 
flexibility—tthe tactics of presen- 
ting a united front from below; ex- 
pose every hidden agent of the 
capitalist class; tell everyone that 
the present ruling class stands for 
degradation of the workers; 
TEACH MARXISM AND LENIN- 
ISM, AND SET UP REVOLU- 
TIONARY ORGANIZATIONS IN 
ALL MASS INDUSTRIES. 


CLEVELAND, April 3, (AP) — 
The keynote for the national con- 
vention of the Communist party, 
sounded by Earl Browder: its sec- 
retary is, “COMPLETE DISSOLU- 
TION OF CAPITALIST CLASS 
RULE BY REVOLUTIONARY AC- 
TION.”—Wonderful Word. 
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-- Sunday School Lesson -:- 














LESSON @ 


MAY 20 


THE FUTURE OF THE KINGDOM 


TEXT: Matt. 25:1-13. — MEMORY VERSE: Luke 12:40. 
TIME: Tuesday afternoon of Christ's last week. — PLACE: Christ uttered this 
discourse on the Mount of Olives, just east of Jerusalem. 


GOLDEN TEXT: The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ: and he shall reign for ever and ever.—Rev. 11:15. 


LEADING THOUGHT: We should be ready to meet the Lord at all] times. 


LESSON VERSE BY VERSE 


PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS 


V. 1. “Then shall the kingdom of heav- 
en be likened unto ten virgins.” The 
time refers distinctly to the advent of 
Christ, Matt. 24:36, 50, 51. The parable 
of the ten virgins illustrates the spirii- 
ual condition of professed Christians at 
the time of His coming. Ten persons were 
required to form a Jewish synagogue and 
to be present at any office, ceremony or 
form of benediction, therefore, a suitable 
object to represent the condition of the 
Church at the time of the rapture. They 
are a representative number. “Which took 
their lamps.” “Talmudic authorities af- 
firm that the lamps used in bridal pro- 
cessions were usually ten.” The lamps 
were perhaps the ordinary Roman lamp, 
carried in the hand or attached to staves 
in the form of a torch. The lamps repre- 
sent the Christian life lighted with the 
Holy Spirit which is our guide thru life’s 
pathway and the light with which we 
light others to Christ, Matt. 5:14, 16. 
“And went forth to meet the bridegroom.” 
The Bridegroom is Christ. The bride is 
not mentioned except that the use of the 
ten virgins implies that they are a repre- 
sentative number used to represent her. 
Such is the true purpose for which the 
parable is used. The virgins singularly 
are but friends of the bride who are to 
go forth to meet the bridegroom as soon 
as his approach is signaled. Christians 
are today Christ’s virgins, 2 Cor. 11:2, 
thus the Church in her aggregate and 
ideal unit is the bride, as individual mem- 
bers they are called guests, but in their 
separation from the world and expecta- 
tion of Christ’s coming they are His vir- 
gins, who, when united to Him at His 
coming become His bride. 


THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS 


Vv. 2. “And five of them were wise.” 
That is, they had the knowledge of salva- 
tion through Christ through the Scrip- 
ture. 2 Tim. 3:15: John 5:39. “Ye are 
wise in Christ, 1 Cor. 4:10. We are warn- 
ed, “Be not not wise in your own con- 
ceit,” Rom. 12:16. The wise had oil in 
their vessels or had received the Holy 
Spirit through the knowledge of God’s 
plan of salvation from the Scripture. 
“And five were foolish.” They were al! 
outwardly the same, all alike had lamps 
and were prepared to fill the same office. 


The. difference in their character is re- 
vealed in the result. When the time for 
action came they were unable to perform 
their duties for which a little careful 
forethought would have prepared them. 
We cannot merely act a Christian. If we 
have not the Spirit of Christ we are none 
of His. 

Vv. 3. “They that were foolish took 
their lamps, and took no oi] with them.” 
They were intruders, they were depend- 
ing upon others. To our own Master we 
either stand or fall. Christ’s coming wil! 
reveal] the actual state and standing of 
the professed Christian. The lamp refers 
to the physical body which is a container 
for the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 6:19. The lat- 
ter were void of it. 

AN EXTRA SUPPLY OF OIL 

Vv. 4. “But the wise took oil in their 
vessels with their lamps.” From which 
they could replenish their lamps when 
they began to burn low. The vesse] wa> 
a flask carried by the maidens. The con- 
trast between the wise and the foolish 
seems to lie in the fact that one was 
thoughtful and diligent and the other wa, 
careless and negligent (concerning Chris- 
tian duties). From early times lamps 
have been referred to as a common sym- 
bol of faith and the oil as representing 
good works which proceed therefrom. The 
wise exercise faith in charity and good 
woras. The foolish merely profess faith 
in Christ but do not carry out the produc- 
tion of good works in which God ordain- 
ed that they should walk, Eph. 2:10. 

Vv. 5. “While the bridegroom tarried.” 
The early disciples expected Christ to re- 
turn immediately, in which case the 
lamps would have been lighted, but as 
He has tarried long within the veil the 
lamps have grown dim and the dark ages 
set in and apostasy has been the result. 
“They all slumbered and slept.” “Enu- 
staxn” implies a nodding and napping of 
persons sitting up at night. “Ekatheudon” 
implies they actually began to sleep. Both 
the wise and foolish did this. The exact 
cause of the apostasy itself. Such condi- 
tions were prevalent in apostolic times, 
Eph. 5:14; Rom. 13:11; 1 Cor. 15:34. The 
result is a departing from the faith, 1 
Tim. 4:1; Jude 3, perilous times, 2 Tim. 
3:1, 8, evil seducers, teachers having itch- 
ing ears. The cause of the slumbering 
and sleeping was that they were not ac- 
lively engaged in the Master’s work nor 
operated upon constantly by the Holy 
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Spirit. They ceased to think of the 
Bridegroom’s coming and relaxed for per- 
sonal rest. 

THE MIDNIGHT CRY 

Vv. 6. “And at midnight there was a 
ery, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh.” 
Christ will come at midnight when sleep 
is the deepest and awaking most unde- 
sired. Therefore, He comes as a thief in 
the night, Matt. 24:42, 44; 1 Thess. 5:2. 
When the apostasy has reached its most 
severe stage Christ will actually appear. 
All Scripture points to that fact. Who 
made the cry of the approaching bride- 
groom is not stated. The verb “gegenon 
hath been made” is in the past tense. 
Either there were some watchers or the 
bridegroom sent a runner to warn the 
bridal party. The latter is more probable, 
those whom God has quickened by His 
Holy Spirit who know of the soon com- 
ing of Christ. From 1 Thess. 4:16 we 
learn that the Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel and the trump of God. 
The word “trump” means a message. It 
may refer to the last days’ messages of 
prophecy concerning His soon coming, 
and is very probable as the tense of the 
verb “there hath been” actually places 
the warning ahead of His coming. The 
Bridegroom is Christ. “Go ye out to meet 
him” implies that His coming concerns 
us and identifies us with the purpose of 
His coming. 

Vv. 7. “Then all those virgins arose, 
and trimmed their lamps.” The wicks or 
minds had become charred by refuse 
from tee burning oil. A reference to dull- 
ed senses in lack of understanding the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. “And trim- 
med their lamps.” The trimming  con- 
sisted in removing the charred portion of 
the wick and raising it by means of a 
pointed wire which was fastened by a 
chain to each lamp. The next would de 
to fill the lamp with oil. The parable 
adumbrates a search of the Scriptures 
concerning His coming, and seeking to 
be filled with His Spirit that we may be 
ready for His coming. 

THE PLIGHT OF THE FOOLISH 

V. & “And the foolish said unto the 
wise.” This is always true in a time of 
crisis. Christianity will not be appreciated 
by some until others see the futility of 
self-styled religion. “Give us of your oil.” 
A direct appeal to the spiritua] Christian 
for those seeking help. “Our lamps have 
gone out.” They had been trimmed but 
the wick wil] not burn without oil. The 
mind may receive a reflection from God’s 
Word which serves as a temporary light, 
but the true and much needed light it- 
self is the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives. 

Vv. 9. “But the wise answered, saying, 
Not so; lest there be not enough for us 
and you.” Their humanity could not sup- 
ply the need of the foolish virgins, 10r 
protect them after their own works and 
nakedness had betrayed them, Rev. 3:14, 
19. Those who are found wanting can- 
not seek refuge in individuals but alone 
in Christ. Individuals are powerless to 
impart salvation without compliance with 
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God’s Word, 2 Tim. 2:25. “But go ye rath- 
er to them that sell, and buy for your- 
selves.” We cannot impart our persona! 
Christian experience unto others but we 
can point them to the Source of the Spir- 
it of life which is Christ Jesus. Every 
man shall bear his own burden, Gal. 6:5. 
Their grace must be their own if they 
are to appear lovely before the Bride 
groom. There must be personal prepara- 
tion, personal faith and holiness. 

‘ THE SHUT DOOR 

Vv. 10. “And while they went to buy.” 
They followed the advice given, Today 
is the day of salvation, and now is the ac- 
cepted time, 2 Cor. 6:2. It is possible that 
these had been once converted but had 
failed to seek a daily supply of grace and 
this is the true intent of the lesson it- 
seif to teach us to seek, 1 Cor. 14:12; 2 
Cor. 5:3. The bridegroom came at a criti- 
cal moment, when least expected. He 
will slip in on some and find them unpre- 
pared to go. “And they that were ready 
went in.” That is, those who were repre- 
sented by the five virgins. Those wh: 
have made provision for His coming have 
kept grace in their hearts by the abiding 
presence of the Holy Spirit, 1 Peter 4:8. 
“With him to the marriage.” They not 
only met the bridegroom but accompanied 
him to the joyful scene of the bridal 
feast, the type of spiritual happiness, Rev. 
19:9. “And the door was shut.” It was 
customary in the East at great entertain- 
ments when all the guests were assem- 
bled to close the doors, also observed by 
our universities and colleges, After the 
select company is made up it will be dif- 
ficult for us to enter. Christ is the d6or 
who had withdrawn Himself from Hi: 
mediatorial offices and assumed the 
place of a lover going for his beloved. 

V. 11. “Afterward came also the other 
virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.” 
It simply represents the wailing cries or 
the position of multitudes after the rap- 
ture has taken place. 

Vv. 12. “But he answered and_ said, 
Verily I say unto you, I know ye not.” 
Judgment rejoiceth against mercy. It is 
too late to ask for mercy when judg- 
ment is enthroned. In the age of grace 
we are told to “knock and it shall he 
opened unto you.” After it closes by 
changing administration, those who «are 
not found in the blessed company of the 
faithful ones are actually in spiritual re- 
lationship not known by Christ. God said 
of Abraham, “I know him,” Gen. 18:19; 
of Moses, “I know thee by name,” Ex 
33:12. Those who were not known of Him 
are not included in this spec:al program. 

V. 13. “Watch therefore.” The Lord 
had warned the Jews in the parable of 
the laborers, the cursing of the fig tree, 
the parable of the two sons, the parable 
of the householder, the parable. of the 
marriage feast, of how they were missing 
God’s plan. The parable of the virgins is 
a climax followed by the return of the 
lord who had traveled into a far co.n- 
try to receive his kingdom. “For ye know 
neither the day nor the hour.” Your op- 
portunity may close today by death and 
now is the time to accept Christ or His 
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eventful coming may seal your destiny by 
finding you unprepared. “Wherein the 
Son of man cometh.” It is a carefully 
guarded secret known only of the Father 
in heaven but indicated to us by certain 
signs preceding it. 


ANNISTON, ALA. DISTRICT 
CONVENTION 


The Anniston district convention 
convened at Crumley’s Chapel, 
Ala. March 9-11. In spite of the cold 
weather every service was a suc- 
cess. Service opened Friday night 
with the welcome address by the 
pastor, J. L. Ball. By this time all 
were feeling welcome. Brother J. S. 
Collins, our district pastor, brought 
the message 

Saturday morning the service 
started off fine with good music 
and singing. Brother Woodruff of 
Carrollton, Ga. conducted a praise 
service. Brother Woodruff is pas- 
tor of the Congregational church 
and we were very glad to have him. 
Brother Crother preached. Satur- 
day afternoon was given to Bible 
questions and answers with Broth- 
er Harmon, our state overseer, as 
teacher. Brother Preston brought 
the message Saturday night. 

We gathered again Sunday morn- 
ing at nine-thirty and opened ser- 


May 12, 1934 


vice by singing and praising the 
Lord. Sister Lorene Newman led 
the praise service and Sister Emma 
Newman preached. Sunday after- 
noon was given over to Y. P. E. 
service. Brother Smith, our state 
superintendent, was with us and 
made an interesting talk to the 
young people. We enjoyed the mes- 
sage Sunday night by our state 
overseer which closed our conven- 
tion. 

The Gilley quartet and other 
good singers were appreciated and 
we welcome them back again. — 
J. L. Ball, Heflin, Ala. 


DALTON, Ga.—I praise the Lord 
for the way He is blessing here. 
Our Sunday School has grown 
from thirty-nine to ninety. More 
people are attending church regu- 
larly than have for some time. Bro. 
Jess Green is our pastor and it 
seems as if every member is co- 
operating with him. When I read 
Brother Ingram’s article, ‘In the 
Land of La Manana,” I was made 
to appreciate my privilege of wor- 
shiping the Lord more. My heart is 
with those people and though the 
enemy is against them, God is with 
us in every place. Pray for us here 
at Dalton.—Ruby Ogles. 
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